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CONFIDENTIAL MADRID 02434 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PORG, OAU, SP 

SUBJECT: OAU ACTIONS ON CANARY ISLANDS 

REF: (A) TRIPOLI 339, (B) MADRID 2347 NOTAL 

WE OF COURSE DO NOT KNOW IF THE DEPARTMENT IS PLANNING 
TO MAKE ANY COMMENT TO ANY OF THE OAU COUNTRIES REGARDING 
THE POLITICAL RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS MADE BY THE OAU 
(REF A). HOWEVER, WE SUGGEST THAT IF COMMENTARY IS 
MADE, IT INCLUDE A CLEAR STATEMENT OF OUR VIEW THAT THE 
CANARY ISLANDS ARE AN INTEGRAL PART OF SPAIN. SUCH 
STATEMENTS SUPPORTING THE SPANISHNESS OF THE CANARIES 
HAVE ALREADY BEEN MADE BY THE DEPARTMENT AND BY THIS 
EMBASSY AND REPORTED IN THE SPANISH PRESS. ANY SUBSEQUENT 
STATEMENT ON THE OAU RESOLUTION WHICH DID NOT REPEAT SUCH 
ASSURANCES WOULD BE LOOKED ON BY AT LEAST SOME LOCAL 
OBSERVERS AS VITIATING THE FORCE OF OUR PREVIOUS 
COMMENTS. STABLER 
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